
What If Chemicals Didn’t Exist? 
Imagine waking up to a world without chemicals.  

At first that might sound appealing, as the word chemical is often associated with pollution or 
danger, but within seconds the impact becomes very real. No clean drinking water flows from 
the tap, medicines no longer exist, buildings fall apart and food spoils so rapidly it can’t be 
transported. Everyday life, as we know it, begins to unravel. 

The unseen backbone of everyday life 
That’s because chemicals are embedded in everyday life, underpinning every sector, every 
part of everyday life from hospitals, transport, energy systems and farms to homes, schools 
and workplaces. Even ordinary things like clothing, packaging and paint relies on chemistry to 
be safe, durable, and affordable. And they’re often invisible, only noticed when things go 
wrong yet quietly forming the foundations of modern life. 

Without chemicals, and without the businesses that supply and manufacture them, modern 
infrastructure would struggle to exist, and life would become a lot more dangerous, 
expensive, and uncertain. 

The people behind the chemistry 
When people hear the words “chemical industry” they often picture huge factories or dirty 
industrial processes when in reality small to medium enterprises (SMEs) make up the 
majority, 99 per cent, of the 250,000 active manufacturing businesses in the UK. Here in the 
North West, the region consistently tops the charts for manufacturing output. 

Businesses like Rakem, who play a fundamental role in the supply chain of others as 
chemical distributors and manufacturers, are the driving force behind many of the major 
brands they supply, and we all know and love, yet they remain invisible in the supply chain. 
Their knowledge, skills and resilience keep production lines moving, keep innovation alive and 
keep communities thriving. But their contribution isn’t just economic it’s deeply local, 
sustaining towns, supporting families and supply chains all across the UK. 

Supporting health, safety, and sustainability 
This expertise and the care and responsibility involved in chemicals is invisible. Chemical 
suppliers and manufacturers operate under strict safety and environmental regulation not 
only providing the products we need but ensuring they’re stable, safe, high-quality, and 
suitable for specific purposes from food production to construction.  

Liquid chemical formulations, like the ones we produce through our manufacturing arm 
Maker, are a good example. Creating them requires formulation expertise, too strong and the 
adhesive might be too difficult to apply on a building site or under floor tiles, too weak and a 
paint might not withstand too many scrapes with dirty hands in a house.  
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Getting chemicals right requires experience and continuous research and development (R&D) 
and improvements. Our industry is always looking at ways to improve safety standards, 
traceability, and environmental performance. As an EcoVadis Gold award holder 
sustainability is at the heart of our business and like many others, we’re always looking for 
more sustainable solutions as we explore new biobased options and help our customers to 
do the same. 

And across industries, renewable technologies, battery storage, and emissions reduction are 
all reliant on advanced chemistry. Efforts to reduce environmental impact rely heavily on 
chemicals, water-based formulations replacing solvent-heavy products, biodegradable 
materials, and more efficient manufacturing processes.  

As society pushes for cleaner, more sustainable and efficient solutions to tackle the climate 
emergency, chemical innovation becomes more important. Particularly as the chemical 
industry is one of the UK’s biggest investors in R&D. 

Trust, reliability, and partnership 
Behind every product is a complex supply chain, managed by specialist chemical suppliers 
who ensure reliability, quality, and continuity for their customers. 

They act as long-term partners, supplying their manufacturing customers with a secure, 
consistent supply of quality raw materials alongside robust documentation and technical 
support. In regulated sectors, such as hospitals and public services a single failure could halt 
production or compromise safety.  

Behind the scenes by investing in people, partnerships and sustainability, chemical suppliers 
manage quality control, documentation, and safety data so their customers can operate in 
confidence. This reliability allows innovation throughout the supply chain and protects jobs, 
public services, and everyday life.  

A sector worth understanding—and valuing 
It’s understandable that people are cautious about chemicals. It’s something we’re taught in 
the chemistry lab at school, we hear about ‘forever chemicals’ posing a threat and how 
chemical spills ruin our seas.  

When things go wrong the industry is noticed, but when things go right it is forgotten. But 
treating all chemicals as harmful ignores both reality and history. Clean water, safe food, 
modern medicine, and improved quality of life all owe a lot to chemical innovation. 

A world without chemicals would be a world without modern healthcare, safe water, efficient 
food production, homes, cars, or advanced technologies. The chemical industry isn’t a ‘nice 
to have’ it’s essential infrastructure, a foundational industry that enables all others.  

Recognising its value means recognising the professionals, the suppliers and manufacturers 
who develop, formulate and responsibility distribute chemical products playing a quiet but 
essential role to progress, resilience, and the functioning of everyday life. 


